Mandibular pathology presenting as a parotid tumour.
Swelling in the parotid region is often the presenting sign of a tumour of salivary gland origin. However, the possibility of disease involving adjacent structures must always be considered. Three cases are presented where pathology of the mandibular ramus presented as swelling in the parotid region. A clinical diagnosis of a parotid tumour was made, parotidectomy scheduled, and in two cases carried out before the correct diagnosis was reached. Difficulties of differential diagnosis are discussed, and imaging techniques reviewed. The value of plain radiographs of the adjacent hard tissues is emphasised. Careful interpretation should be based on a sound understanding of pathology of the jaws.